Computer Information

Do Nots
· Do not use LR on your laptop except when you are traveling (see Preparing for a Trip).  It confuses the SyncThing software and causes catalog corruption and loss of work.  Always use Remote Desktop to open LR on the desktop computer.

A list of software installed on your computer
SyncThing	Background file synchronization keeps desktop and laptop files the same
ARQ Backup	Backup software to allow file recovery, even deleted files
Creative Cloud	Adobe Cloud Management software
Lightroom Classic	Adobe Photo Catalog and Editor
Photoshop	Adobe Image Editing
Firefox	Web Browser for email, Facebook, banking, etc
Word	Documents
Excel	Spreadsheets


Preparing for a Trip
Summary: Make sure desktop and laptop contain the same data.  Do a backup of the desktop and laptop before shutting them both down.
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1. Turn on and log in
2. Double click the Syncthing icon on both computers to access the status screens.
3. Click the Rescan All button at the bottom of the Folders section
4. Wait until everything says Up to Date.  You need to check both the Folders section and the Remote Devices section.
5. Under the Remote Devices section, click Pause All.  This disables SyncThing.
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6. Right click the blue shield (ARQ) in the system tray (lower right corner) and hover over the backup task.  A menu will pop out to the right.  Click Back up now.
7. Left click on the blue shield and watch the messages for the backup to be completed.
8. It is now safe to shut down (and optionally, unplug) the desktop.
9. The external backup drive should be disconnected and stored somewhere safe.
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10. Plug in the laptop backup drive.  The ARQ backup will start automatically.  You can monitor it by left-clicking on the blue shield icon.  When the “Backup Successful” pop up appears in the lower right corner it is safe to dismount the drive.
11. It is now safe to shut off the laptop and pack it and the external backup drive for travel. 

You are ready to go.  Enjoy your trip!

Note: If you turn the desktop on and do anything with it after this process, you should redo these steps to make sure the laptop is completely up to date.

Returning Home
Summary: Backup laptop and desktop in case something goes wrong.  Enable Syncthing to copy all the changes from the laptop to the desktop. Do a desktop backup of the newly updated files.
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1. Turn on laptop and log in
2. Plug in the laptop backup drive.  The backup will start automatically.  You can monitor it by left-clicking on the blue shield icon.  When the “Backup Successful” pop up appears dismount the drive. 
3. Double click the SyncThing icon to access the status screen.  Under the Remote Devices section, click Resume All.
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1. Attach the desktop external backup drive
2. Power on the desktop (plug it in first?) and log in
3. Wait 5 minutes for the ARQ automatic backup to complete.  You can check the status by left-clicking the blue shield icon.
4. When the ARQ (blue shield) backup is complete, double click the SyncThing icon to access the status screen.  
5. Under the Remote Devices section, click Resume All.
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6. Wait until everything says Up to Date on both computers.  You need to check both the Folders section and the Remote Devices section.  This could take a while depending on how many photos you took on the trip.  Don’t use either computer during this process.
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7. Right click the blue shield in the system tray (lower right corner) and hover over the backup task.  A menu will pop out to the right.  Select Back up now.
8. Left click on the blue shield and wait for the back to complete.

Done.  Welcome Home!

Backing Up
Backups are extremely important for safeguarding your data.  I have installed software (ARQ Backup).  It doesn’t just make a copy of your current files, it also allows recovery of older versions of those files, even ones that you have accidently deleted but it is only effective if you are doing regular backups.  On the desktop this happens every morning but you have to remember to do the laptop backup when you are travelling.
When travelling:
· Backup your laptop every day, or at least every day you add photos to Lightroom
· You can do a backup any time, like when you have just added a bunch of files to Lightroom.  
· Always do a backup before formatting memory cards that you imported images from.
· If practical, physically separate the backup drive from the laptop.  For instance, keep it in your camera bag so if something happens to your laptop you still have your data and images.
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